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October 2025


Dear 

Welcome to Selwyn!

I am so much looking forward to meeting you soon. As you’ll perhaps have read already online, as Chaplain I am a pastoral support for the whole college community: students, staff and Fellows, of all faiths, of none, and of everything in between. That means I’m here for you! As Dean of Chapel I look after Chapel: trying to keep it a space of peace and sanctuary for all, running its regular services, and hosting the occasions where we mark moments in our common life together there.

In order for me best to support students during their time at Selwyn, a few things are normally organised as part of the Freshers’ programme of events. First, you will be invited to a Freshers’ Welcome Meal at 7pm on Saturday 4 October, an informal supper in the Dining Hall for first-year students. This is a really relaxed occasion which ensures everyone is fed and sees a friendly face on what may be their first night in college. Then, at 5.30pm on Sunday 5 October, we will hold a special Freshers’ Welcome Service in Chapel. This is a service of Evensong (very much a Cambridge institution!) with our amazing Chapel choir, and is open to all, of any religious affiliation or none (and anything in between) as are all chapel services. Please do come along for a memorable start to your time at Selwyn. Gowns are optional, customary but not compulsory. 

All Selwyn first-year students are also invited to meet me one-to-one in the three days before lecture start. This is a chance for me to ask how you are settling in and talk to you about your hopes and fears for your time here. If you would like, you can also ask me about any needs or questions about your faith observance and heritage or your spirituality—but there is no expectation there! In the meantime, for any urgent needs, my email address is amm245@cam.ac.uk or chaplain@sel.cam.ac.uk. 

In the meantime, I wish you so well as you start at Selwyn. All new starts have their daunting as well as exciting elements. I hope and believe you will feel at home here very soon, where so many across college are keen to help you and see you flourish. 

[image: ]May your time at Selwyn be richly fulfilling, bear fruit for your future, and not lack joy and fun!
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